Stiffening the

IAN KUAH
takes a look
at a hot S4
from the USA

T first it was 3,500. Then,
after much coaxing and
cajoling, it grew to
5,000. That is the final

production number
put on the RS4 and,
if anyone else
wanted one, tough. On the other
hand, you may not have wanted an
estate car in the first place and the S4
saloon may be more to your liking,
Audi's answer to the BMW M3 and
Mercedes-Benz C43 AMG is arguably
the least involving of the three to
drive, but on the other hand. it is the
quickest from point-to-point when
the road surface is slippery.

Part of the S4's problem is han
dling, set up to keep the average dri-
ver out of trouble. That means sig-
nificant understeer in slow corners
and a general feeling of inertia
Couple this to a twin-turbo V6 engine
in a comparatively mild state of tune
in a car that is quite heavy for its size,
and you have a report card that says:
‘Lots of potential, but must try harder’

So, we were interested when Los
Angeles-based suspension specialist
Intrax, invited us to try its uprated S4.
As an after-market suspension tuning
company which campaigns an Audi
A4 in motorsport, Intrax was keen to
market a road-going version of its
race suspension technology.

“Our aim was to reduce understeer
drastically to even out the handling,
especially in the final third of a cor-
ner when you are trying to put the
power down,” Intrax founder Sconut
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Hartmann explained. “A lot of the
problems we encountered with the
standard car’s handling are down to
the factory springs. It is a heavy,
understeering car which is also
under-tyred. Our goal was to test and
establish what was wrong and then
methodically take care of everything
the factory didnt nail down.”

At the time of our visit, the yellow
54 was fitted with a prototype coil-
over set-up. Scott explained that the
production units might well be total-
ly different. As it stands, the anti-roll
bars, dampers and ride height are
adjustable, the latter on the spring
pans like a race set-up.

The suspension had been uprated
considerably over standard with
4001Ib front springs, up from 280lb. At
the rear, 280Ib springs take over from
the 175lb stock set-up. While this
may sound pretty extreme, especial
Iy the rear settings, testing had quick-
ly established that the factory S4's
handling is heavily biased towards
understeer. Stiffening the back more
than the front reduces the understeer.

“We chose to decrease the roll rate
with bigger anti-roll bars rather than
stiffer springs so as not to kill the
ride,” Scott explained. “Race cars, are
set up differently, with litde roll bar
and very high spring rates. Our A4
race car runs 1,400lb front and
1,6001b rear springs!”

The lovely Ttalian-made 8.25x19in.
Technomagnesia wheels were a one-
off set made for Frank Biela. These
are genuine touring car wheels with
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Brembo
brakes provide
tremendous
retardation

INTRAX
AUDI
S4
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