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It's fabulously expensive, exquisitely detailed... but how does the Spyker C8 actually go?

ven though we're on
Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground’s
famous two-mile runway, and the
only thing ahead is a shimmering
heat haze, a stab at a top speed
run isn’t on the programme. This
is Dutch company Spyker’s sole
development car and it’s also a show car, due to
attend a number of exclusive international
concours events over the next few weeks; at the
back of my mind is how unpopular I'd be if 1
introduced it to the scenery or blew the engine.
Besides, the mid-engined C8 Spyder is here in
Leicestershire for low-speed testing, to check
out that its engine cooling system is functioning
properly. The Spyker’s dynamics are a way off

being finished, and I've been allowed behind the
alloy steering wheel (each of its spokes shaped
like an aircraft’s propeller blades) simply to get a
feel for what ic’ll be like when it’s done.

Which is why I've ambled onto the start of the
straight, rather than blazed on with tyres
smoking. It’s also why I've quickly clicked the
lever through to number four of the Spyker’s six
ratios, and changed up at 4000rpm rather than
held on until the 7500rpm limiter. Whar a good
boy I am.

But the engineer sitting alongside me,
monitoring the behaviour of the Spyker’s 4.2-
litre Audi-sourced V8 engine on a laptop, is a
bad boy. ‘Let’s see if we can hit 7000rpm in top,’
he chides. So even though we're pootling in
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fourth gear and have used up far more of our
two miles than is wise for such an adventure, |
nail it.

The largely aluminium alloy Spyker weighs
only 1000kg, and its naturally-aspirated V8
(from the S8 Audi) produces 420bhp and 3541b ft
of torque, so it’s no surprise that it’s quite eager;
it’s the degree of eagerness that is the revelation.
The back end of the Spyker squats, the V8
booms out the mechanical equivalent of ‘tally
ho', and we're off in pursuit of the far horizon.
The closer the revs climb towards 7000, the
more the Spyker sounds as if it were bred for the
track rather than the road, and the more
sensational its acceleration.

We top out easily and rapidly in fourth, do the @






same again in fifth, and have the needle hovering
at 6500rpm in sixth when a sudden puff of oil-
smoke claws at our nostrils and declares it’s time
to slow down. (We later discover the smoke was
caused by a split in a driveshaft gaiter spitting
out grease onto the exhaust.) Shame, because we
still had plenty of runway and revs in hand, so
might have been able to verify the Spyder’s
claimed 186mph top speed. But as we later work
out from the revs and gearing, we did reach
175mph, and did so with such spirited ease that
the final 11 seem a foregone conclusion.

This unplanned performance test is useful for

establishing that the Spyker isn't just all mouth
and attractive trousers. After all, the Dutch aren’t
exactly renowned for producing supercars, and
unless you're a fan of ancient automotive history
(see separate story, above), the Spyker name will
mean diddly-squat to you. Then there are the
two men behind the new Spyker company,
managing director Maarten de Bruijn and
chairman Victor Muller, neither of whom has a
professional background in either the motor
industry or engineering — de Bruijn studied city
planning at university, while entrepreneur
Muller started his career as a lawyer. Yet when
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you see the C8 Spyder, revel in the depth of its
detail design and marvel at the quality of its all-
aluminium construction, you can’t help but be
struck by the confidence and professionalism of
the whole enterprise.

The Spyker is de Bruijn’s creation. In between
his city planning studies he read everything he
could on car design, construction and
engineering. When he'd read enough, he
designed and built himself a car, a 940kg steel-
bodied, Audi V8-powered 250bhp coupe that
was to become the basis for the C8. After he'd
graduated from university in 1996, de Bruijn
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