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EXCLUSIVE: We're first in the world to reveal secret supercar that shows the way ahead for Au

By Tom Barnard

® petiser for a car ever: Audi fans

8 visiting an exhibition in Germany
E are being given the ultimate in
‘sneak previews' — a first glimpse
ofthe company’s top-secret sixteen
cylinder supercar! Set for produc-
tion within two years, the firm's ans
wer to the Mercedes SLR and Mc-
Laren F1 is the highlight of the Audi

ET must be the most exciting ap-

display at the new AutoStadt ‘theme
park’ next to the company's HQ in
Wolfsburg . As part of the bizarre
AutoStadt experience, members of
the public are strapped into Recaro
seats in a darkened room before
the stunning car appears from in-
side a huge gift-wrapped box

You're only given ateasing taster,
though, as the alloy-bodied beauty
disappears after 16 seconds. Camer-
as are banned as the commentary
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tells the audience to keep the expe-
rience ‘our little secret’, and that itis
‘Audi's gift to you'. But we've smug-
gled out these shots to give you an
exclusive peek at the TT's big broth-
er and Audi's new corporate look
And it's notthe only secret we can
reveal about the supercoupé. Audi is
determinedto keepthe details under
wraps to attract visitors to the show
but insiders have revealed that the
caris set for limited production, with

Wheels and wheelarch design z
shared with successful TT Coup:

no more than 500 built. Finding buy-
ers prepared to part with the esti
mated £250,000 cost will be no prob-
lem, though, as the ultra-exclusive
machine packs the W16 motor
first seen inthe Bentley Hun-
audiéres. This 623bhp 8.0
litre monster is essentially
two 4.0 V8s ‘'merged’ to-
gether, giving huge power
and refinement combined
with compact dimensions
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New Audi will face up to supercar rivals including awesome British-built Mercedes SLR and retro-styled BMW Z8

@ to be the biggest talking point

with the Porsche-designed,
ned racers which ruled pre-
war GPs. Both feature a long, rib-like
cover behind the driver, hiding mid-

of torque remains unchallenged,
with the W16 producing a claimed

hat spe
fer and more comfort-
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shape and engine-cooling require-
ts have ruled out any form of
ndow, but the driver can still

N through

battle with the soul-stirring SLR. This

at coupé is to be built by Mc-
Laren at its Woking H( in Surrey. And,
judging by initial impressions on our
exclusive first drive of the concept

will not rele

wonder v

200mph potential, given the light-

ryear.
/ho Audiwill asktoturn its
- ermdimns ILLJ IJ_Jt_.‘
but it's
ology will s Dwe
and quattro GmbH will build it. Both
have overseen the development of
the RS4, an ultra-high-performance
spin-off from the

step further, although details are

sketchy. Still recovering from burnt
following its Rover fi

ompany is believed to be work-

ing the
Formula

Thirties Auto Unions shared
mid-engine layout and grille

THE Supercoupé isn't Audi's first attempt at building a supercar. Th
Avus wowed crowds at the 1992 Tokyo Motor Show with its revolu
tionary 6.0-litre W12 that could take it to 210mph. A production

version of the engine is due to debut on the next big Audis and VW
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The Quattro Spyder was unveiled at the Frankfurt Motor Show in
1991, using a mid-mounted 2.8-litre V6, four-wheel drive and allo
bodywork. But the marketing department decided it was too im-
practical to fit in with Audi’s image, and the project was scrapped.

SUPERCOUPE AT A GLANCE

Alloy-bodied Supercoupé set for limited production of 500 unit
Powered by 8.0-litre W16 engine producing 623bhp borrowed
from Bentley Hunaudiéres concept

Styling based on Thirties Auto Union grand prix racers

On show for only 16 second bursts at VW's Autostadt theme par



Top Story: Audi Supercoupé NEWSWI

Coupe is designed to show how classic design can be merged with modern styling to stunning e
Rib-like air ducts feed mid-mounted engine. Bodyshell panels are made up of unpainted alumis
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Auto Express broke news of Audi's plans to challenge Mercedes SLR supercoupé back in March 1




